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What is Forced Organ Harvesting (FOH)
The Relevance of Forced Organ Harvesting to Different Disciplines
Discussion and Research Question Examples
Additional Resources
Speakers
Contact ETAC

Introduction to Forced Organ Harvesting
What is Forced Organ Harvesting in China: Understanding the Evidence
China Tribunal
Witness Testimonies
Undercover Phone Calls
Current Global Developments
Media Coverage
Additional Resources
Advocacy

This resource is to support your teaching on the topic of forced organ harvesting (FOH) from
prisoners of conscience in China. 

There is growing international concern about human rights abuses being committed in China
against religious and ethnic minorities. In particular, forced organ harvesting is a serious
violation of human rights that demands attention and action. With transplant tourism on the
rise, this issue has implications for people all over the world. There have now been multiple
calls for governments and international bodies to investigate and not only condemn these
human rights abuses, but also take action to halt them.

This handbook is a resource for courses in a range of disciplines. It offers a comprehensive
guide to teaching about FOH (including practical advice and strategies for the classroom).
Please feel welcome to provide us with input for keeping this digital resource up-to-date and
useful. 

This handbook for teaching staff outlines:

The appendix includes a copy of the Forced Organ Harvesting Handbook for Students,
which includes:
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Forced organ harvesting (FOH) is a form of organ trafficking where people are killed for their
organs to be removed for transplantation. Since 2006, following multiple extensive
investigations, the government of China has been accused of forcibly harvesting organs from
prisoners of conscience, principally practitioners of Falun Gong (a Buddhist meditation
practice) and Uyghur Muslims (a Turkic ethnic group)—killing the victims in the process.

The Chinese government engages in the persecution and large-scale arbitrary arrest and
detention of these groups. There is also evidence suggesting that House Church Christians
and Tibetans may have been targeted for forced organ harvesting.

The recipients of trafficked organs, who may be Chinese citizens or transplant tourists who
travel to China, pay substantial sums to receive the trafficked organs.

Concerns about FOH have been raised with Chinese officials and Chinese medical
practitioners on numerous occasions but are routinely met with denials that are not
supported by evidence of the claimed voluntary organ donation system.

The most recent and comprehensive assessment of the evidence about forced organ
harvesting in China was conducted by the China Tribunal chaired by Sir Geoffrey Nice QC.
This was an independent people’s tribunal established to investigate forced organ harvesting
from prisoners of conscience in China and determine what criminal offences, if any, have
been committed by state or state-approved bodies, organisations or individuals in China that
may have engaged in forced organ harvesting. The Tribunal’s Final Judgment, delivered in
June 2019, unanimously found that forced organ harvesting continues in China.

For further information, please refer to the Student Booklet (Appendix 1) and the following
resources: 
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Forced Organ Harvesting Explainer Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=u2bUusvh3c0

China Tribunal Judgment short documentary: https://chinatribunal.com/final-
judgement-film/ 

Understanding the Evidence about Forced Organ Harvesting by Professor Wendy Rogers:
https://youtu.be/c1_14uxzg0A

https://chinatribunal.com 

https://endtransplantabuse.org
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FOH is a complex issue that intersects with many social and political issues and domains of
life, from medicine and law to politics and history. For this reason, it is relevant to
professionals and students from many different disciplines. 

At first glance, FOH may appear to be a predominantly medical and legal issue due to the
involvement of the medical profession and the crimes committed by various parties. It is vital
to understand the practical medical, surgical and ethical aspects of FOH, in addition to the
various Chinese and international laws and conventions that are transgressed by FOH.
However, FOH is much broader than this—it is a complex, interdisciplinary issue that involves
multiple domains.

To understand how and why FOH has occurred and continues to occur, we should look to
the social sciences such as history, politics and Asian studies, in addition to the disciplines of
medicine, law and criminology. FOH is a sociocultural issue firmly located in the specific
context of China in the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. 

The ways that we, as a society, discuss serious issues is also important; thus, FOH is relevant
to the language-rich humanities disciplines. The ways that FOH has been handled in the
media are particularly worthy of study. The pivotal role played by journalists in uncovering
these human rights abuses places journalism and media studies at the heart of FOH
scholarship, in addition to English and other language- and linguistics-related subjects.

Finally, in understanding the relevance of various disciplines and subjects to FOH, we may
focus on some of the specific actors involved. Due to the involvement of overseas parties
such as transplant patients and tourists, in addition to medical staff and organisations, FOH is
highly relevant to international studies and relations, tourism and business studies. Further,
an understanding of FOH may be vital for anyone working in the fields of psychiatry,
psychology and counselling who may encounter victims of FOH.

Page 6 of 21



LEGAL (Law, Criminal Justice and Criminology)

FOH and other actions by the Chinese Communist Party violate international, medical and
human rights law. In March 2020, the China Tribunal (the first comprehensive and
independent analysis of the evidence to date about crimes relating to organ sourcing in
China) unanimously found that China had committed crimes of FOH, amounting to crimes
against humanity. In addition, by condoning forced organ harvesting, the Chinese Communist
Party fails to support the rule of law within China.

FOH is enabled by the Chinese government, in addition to a complex transnational criminal
network of predatory brokers, human traffickers and unscrupulous clinicians. It is important
for students to consider the contributing factors, including the social and individual
mechanisms, involved in FOH to assist in forecasting and controlling this and other similar
crimes. Criminal justice professionals will be responsible for investigating and gathering
evidence of FOH to ensure that the perpetrators are arrested, trialled and sentenced
accordingly. 

Medical professionals outside of China who collaborate with China in organ transplantation
medicine, research and training are also at risk of complicity in crimes against humanity.
(https://globalrightscompliance.com/project/do-no-harm-policy-guidance-and-legal-
advisory-report/)

HEALTH (Medicine, Health, Psychology and Counselling)

Through being complicit in FOH, the Chinese medical profession violates fundamental norms
of medical ethics. The global medical community has a moral responsibility to demand the
cessation of forced organ harvesting in China. It is important that medical students
understand the abuses occurring in China and the ethical and health ramifications—for
patients and doctors—of engaging in illegal and unethical transplant tourism.

It is also important for medical institutions and medical professionals to know their business
and human rights obligations, both hard and soft law, regarding collaborating with China in
organ transplant medicine, research and training. 

FOH causes considerable emotional, social, psychological, spiritual and physical harm to
victimised communities. Therefore, it is important for medicine, counselling and psychology
students to understand the types of traumas associated with FOH, including imprisonment
and torture. Further, they must understand how these types of trauma intersect with culture,
history, politics, race, gender, location and language.
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SOCIAL SCIENCES (History, Asian Studies, Politics and
International Relations)

To understand how forced organ harvesting started and is perpetuated, it is necessary to
understand its social, cultural, economic and political contexts.

FOH is an issue deeply rooted in China’s specific historical context. The historical
development of organ procurement from executed death row prisoners and minority groups,
who are detained in China simply for their faith or ethnicity, can be examined and analysed
by history students to contribute to investigating the evolution, causes and effects of FOH.

Asian Studies can contribute to the understanding of FOH through an analysis of culture,
language, politics and history. Students who engage in critical analysis of FOH from within an
interdisciplinary Asian Studies framework will be equipped to enable change within
employment sectors such as foreign affairs, criminal justice, journalism, business and
education.

Many global governments have failed to acknowledge or investigate allegations of FOH, and
responses have varied; some governments have acted fast to ensure people cannot access
these organs, whereas others have delayed enacting legislation. Politics students are well
placed to investigate political reasons for the different reactions to FOH across the globe and
how governments could and should act.

FOH is relevant to many areas of international relations, such as world trade, transnational
crime, public interest, construction of exogenous and endogenous identities, technology
transfer, bioengineering, bioethics and the material capabilities that FOH supplies to global
actors of various kinds. International relations students are well placed to understand FOH as
a complex, transnational issue within a global context.
 

Journalism is a vital avenue for informing the public, and various stakeholders, about FOH,
which rarely receives sufficient media coverage. Therefore, journalism, media and
communications students can play a key role in protecting and promoting human rights—they
have a responsibility to expose such human rights abuses.

How stories are written has a huge impact on how audiences consider, discuss and act on
issues. Therefore, students of linguistics, English studies, creative writing and philosophy are
well placed to study how stories have been and are being told about FOH and to ensure that
these stories are told in the future.
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Beyond a human rights violation, FOH is also a complex economic and commercial issue. FOH
is lucrative for doctors and hospitals involved in China, in addition to other international
actors. It is important for business and entrepreneurship students to investigate relevant
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) business and human
rights obligations and understand the business and commercial implications of becoming
involved (intentionally or unintentionally) in the organ trade. The OECD Guidelines state that
there is an obligation on commercial enterprises to act within the framework of
internationally recognised human rights and the international human rights obligations of the
countries in which they operate. The OECD sets out a list of obligations to which
organisations must adhere, such as the implementation of policies to ensure the protection of
human rights, and for organisations to seek ways to prevent or mitigate adverse human rights
impacts that are directly linked to their business operations even if they do not contribute to
those impacts.

BUSINESS AND COMMERCE
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Explainer Video by ETAC  – 7 minutes 30 seconds  

The International Coalition to End Transplant Abuse in
China (ETAC) explainer video provides an over-arching
explanation of the state-sanctioned crime of forced
organ harvesting from Falun Gong practitioners and
Uyghurs in China.

China Tribunal Final Judgment Film  – 8 minutes 55
seconds 

The China Tribunal, chaired by Sir Geoffrey Nice QC,
is an independent people’s tribunal established to
inquire into FOH from, amongst others, prisoners of
conscience in China and to investigate what criminal
offences, if any, have been committed by state or
state-approved bodies, organisations or individuals in
China that may have engaged in FOH.

Public Broadcast of China Tribunal hearings footage –
December 2018 and April 2019 China – various times

The first public hearings of the China Tribunal took
place on December 2018 and April 2019 in central
London at the Grand Connaught Rooms. During the
hearing, the Tribunal heard evidence from over 50 fact
witnesses, investigators and experts.
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Understanding the Evidence of Forced Organ
Harvesting in China with Prof Wendy Rogers - 43
minutes 22 seconds
 
This presentation provides an overview of the multiple
lines of evidence, and the primary investigations and
reports, that were reviewed by the China Tribunal. It is
aimed to inform those who are new to the issue of
FOH from prisoners of conscience in China, and to
assist participants so they understand the main lines of
evidence and can explain them to others in their
advocacy.

UN Human Rights Council: China Tribunal – 1 minute
31 seconds

Mr Hamid Sabi, Counsel to the China Tribunal,
addresses the UN Human Rights Council in its 42nd
Session. 

Hard to Believe Full Documentary—54 minutes 45
seconds

This is an award-winning insight into why the world is
ignoring China’s mass-market sale of human organs. 
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GENERAL

In a climate of increasing compassion fatigue towards human rights issues, particularly
towards those happening overseas or “far away”, how can attention be brought to serious
abuses such as killing prisoners of conscience for their organs?

What could cause a society to become desensitised towards the abuse of a particular group of
people, to the point that individuals from that group are dehumanised and treated as living
commodities for sale?

Consider the large number of prisoners of conscience held captive in China. What rights, if
any, do you think a government should have over an individual’s choice of religious belief or
political views?

What poses a greater risk to the Chinese society—confronting the perpetrators of serious
crimes or being silent and ignoring them? Why?

LEGAL (Law, Criminal Justice and Criminology)

Discussion questions:

What impact does the level of desensitisation towards any group have upon a society? On
the perpetrators who commit the crime?
Is there recourse for victims to take a case to the International Criminal Court (ICC)? If so,
what articles in the Rome Statute would be engaged? What would be the challenges in
bringing a case to the ICC? 
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What can be done to halt crimes against humanity when even governments and media        
will not engage with an issue?
What risks of complicity exist for medical professionals who collaborate with China in
transplant medicine, research and training?
What legal protections (vs cultural norms) are currently in place to prevent this from
happening in your country? 
What can be done to prevent serious crimes against humanity from happening in the
future in China or anywhere in the world?
Discuss the specific challenges in identifying the scope of FOH, gathering information and
evidence, and building the necessary platform and alliances to address it.
Discuss the element of intent of crimes against humanity and its relevance to FOH.
Is there recourse for victims to take a case to the International Criminal Court? If so, what
articles in the Rome Statute would be engaged?
What would be the challenges in bringing a case to the ICC (including associated
challenges)?

Research questions:

What laws are broken when FOH is committed?
How can FOH be considered an “atrocity crime”?
Is FOH a crime against humanity? Explain. 
How can international and domestic criminal laws be amended to stop FOH?
What are the legal implications of FOH?
Why have crimes against humanity, such as FOH, not yet been codified in a dedicated
treaty of international law?
Which statutes and other laws may be drawn upon to assist in the prosecution of those
involved in FOH?
How has the independent China Tribunal into FOH been important for creating legal
changes?
Considering the definition of “trafficking in persons” set forth in Article 3 of the Protocol
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children
(2000), what are the implications for foreign persons (natural or legal) whom have been
directly or indirectly complicit in FOH? Especially consider the phrases ‘receipt of persons’
and “abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of
payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another
person, for the purpose of exploitation.”[1]
Spokesperson for China’s Foreign Ministry, Wang Wenbin, recently said about the Uyghur
Tribunal (2021-) that: “Such a ‘tribunal’ is neither legal nor credible. It is just another      
 anti-China political farce concocted by a few people. It attempts to run in the name of
‘tribunal’ to engage in anti-China political and public opinion manipulation. This is nothing
but an insult on the law.[2] Considering the influence of peoples’ tribunals since the
Russell-Sartre Tribunal (1966) on the Vietnam War, is it correct to say that peoples’
tribunals are legal “in name only”? How is this like the assertions of John Austin (1790–
1759) that international laws are “laws improperly so called . . . laws set or imposed by
general opinion . . .the law set by fashion”?[3] What are the implications for international
jurisprudence and custom if states omit objection to People’s Republic of China dismissals
in this light? 

Page 13 of 21



Why do criminals become involved in organ trafficking?
How have different jurisdictions approached FOH?
What can be done to prevent transnational transplant-related crimes?
How do statistics in China hide criminality?
How do China’s racial crime rates against Uyghur/Falun Gong practitioner communities
compare with those against other Chinese populations?
How has China prevented prison population build-up?
What have been the costs of incarcerating Uyghur/Falun Gong practitioner communities
in China?
Are patients who receive organs from victims of FOH complicit in any crimes?
Are doctors who transplant organs from victims of FOH guilty or innocent of crimes
against humanity? Explain your answer.
How does FOH in China interact with the organ trade in other parts of the world?
What kind of challenges do you think investigators and prosecutors face in FOH cases?
In whose interest does the criminal justice system in China operate?
What are the historical development and social psychological elements of prisons in
relation to FOH?
How are investigations of international crimes such as FOH different to investigating
ordinary crimes?

HEALTH (Medicine, Health, Psychology and Counselling)

Why do you think Enver Tohti, the surgeon in China, did not know he was doing
something wrong when he removed the organs from a prisoner who had been shot (but
not completely killed)? - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FoXKMw4slHY
If transplant surgeons kill as part of their work, instead of save lives, what impact does
this have on a society’s trust in doctors and the medical profession?
How do you think the transplant profession and medical ethics in China differ from those
in Western countries?
What responsibility does the international medical community have when they train and
engage with Chinese transplant surgeons outside of China? What about pharmaceutical
companies that supply drugs vital for transplant surgery and recovery to Chinese
hospitals?
What can be done to increase awareness in your country so those who are on an organ
waiting list do not consider transplant tourism as an option?
What kinds of issues might arise in treating persons who have been involved in FOH?
Survivors? Doctors? Hospital staff?

Research questions:

Is there any professional ethical obligation for health care professionals outside China to
take responsibility for their colleagues’ complicity with such abuses, given the cultural and 

Discussion questions:
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What business and human rights obligations do medical institutions and professionals
have when collaborating with China?  And what risks of complicity exist? (see:
https://globalrightscompliance.com/project/do-no-harm-policy-guidance-and-legal-
advisory-report/)
How do restrictive state transplantation processes in the Global North affect the
emerging black market organ trade?
What can and should health care professionals across the globe who are motivated to
advocate on this issue do, either as individuals or collectively within their medical
specialties?
Has the biomedical industry perpetuated FOH? If so, how?
How can organ donation systems be altered to prevent FOH?
Extrapolate key features that are applicable to preventing FOH within medical practice
outside of China.
How does the black market in human organs threaten public health?
In relation to FOH, why is it important to study the impact of culture on psychology?
How should we conduct ourselves when treating survivors of FOH?
What could be the social psychological impacts for survivors of forced organ scans who
were held in detention?
What are the social psychological impacts for doctors, surgeons and other medical staff
who were forced to participate in FOH?
What forms of psychological torture coincide with FOH?
What psychological issues may recipients of organs face if they chose to receive an organ
transplant in China?
What are the specific social and cultural considerations when counselling survivors of
FOH?
What specific issues relating to vicarious trauma from FOH must we consider?
What challenges may we face when counselling someone who has participated in FOH?
What legal obligations do we have when counselling someone who has participated in
FOH?

SOCIAL SCIENCES (History, Asian Studies, Politics and
International Relations)

Discussion questions:

The atrocities of the Holocaust were not believed when the first witnesses emerged. Why
is there a tendency to ignore allegations of serious crimes when they first surface?
Under the rule of Chinese Communist leader, Mao Zedong, more than 80 million Chinese
citizens died of unnatural causes. What role does the violent history of the Chinese
Communist Party play in continuing the abuse of its own citizens?
How does China’s prison system differ from the prison system in your country?
When meeting with Chinese officials, should our representatives censor themselves or
stand up for their own values?

political differences that influence their work?
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While China’s government still retains the law that permits the use of organs from
executed prisoners, do you think their announcements about ceasing using prisoner
organs are credible?
What responsibility do foreign governments have regarding stopping FOH in China,
particularly if their citizens are recipients of Chinese organs?
What type of laws could or should be implemented to stop FOH and prevent further
abuse? Which governments and organisations are likely to have the most impact, and
why?
China’s government uses the terms “state secrets” and “domestic issue” for topics they
wish foreigners to remain ignorant of. If a ‘state secret’ is a crime against humanity, how
can foreign governments help to stop the crime?
Do you think the United Nations intentionally ignored the petition of 1.5 million
signatures requesting them to investigate FOH in China? If so, why?
What impact is there upon a country’s ethical standards if it chooses to ignore crimes
against humanity and genocide in another country? How important are those standards?

Research questions:

In what ways does FOH in China resemble other mass atrocities from global history?
Identify key events throughout the twentieth century in China that may have contributed
to the emergence of FOH.
Describe the evolution of FOH in relation to key events in China.
How can FOH be situated within the specific context of China in the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries?
Highlight the moral/human rights crisis in China that has led to the use of political
prisoners as organ “donors”, identifying and describing the people that are vulnerable to
forced organ harvesting.
Should governments act following the findings of independent tribunals on FOH in China?
Martin Wight, of the English School, developed the concept of “Three Traditions” in
International Relations.[1],[2] How does the recent civil society–centred activity through
the China Tribunal and Uyghur Tribunal demonstrate the potential potency of “World
Society”, and likewise the limits of “International Society” institutions, in producing
normative shifts?
The Chinese Communist Party and the People’s Republic of China have responded to the
recent peoples’ tribunals chaired by Sir Geoffrey Nice QC by dismissing them as baseless
exercises in Sinophobia[1]—is this a valid criticism? 
Constructivist theory posits that public image and self-reflection on notions of identity
are salient in any analysis of international interaction.[2] How does state and
intergovernmental organisations’ tacit unwillingness, incapability or reluctance to
investigate FOH affect their exogenous and endogenous identities on the world stage?
Does globalisation affect (or has it affected) the prevalence of FOH?
Why are certain groups more targeted by FOH in China?
Highlight the moral and human rights crisis in China that has led to the use of political
prisoners as organ “donors”, identifying and describing the people that are vulnerable to
FOH.
Examine advocacy in terms of identifying successful strategies for positive change and
further actions in the context of forced organ harvesting in China.
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How is FOH attuned to questions of inequality, power and health?
What political, social and economic strategies could prevent the root causes of FOH?
How is FOH stigmatised or even celebrated in specific cultural contexts?
What does the way a society responds to FOH tell us about that society and its values,
and about where that society sets its priorities?
The United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime is supplemented
by the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons Especially Women
and Children (2000). Article 3 of the protocol categorises FOH alongside forced
prostitution, sexual abuse of children and slavery.[1] Does FOH seem any less deserving
of social scientists’ attention? Should FOH be considered more trivial or less immoral a
crime than these other atrocities? Why?

HUMANITIES (Journalism, Media and Communications)

Discussion questions:

What risks do journalists take when they report on issues censored by regimes like the
Chinese Communist Party while inside China?
Is it better for a media outlet to follow the censorship guidelines of a foreign regime like
the Chinese Communist Party to gain limited access or to follow the free speech
guidelines of their own country?
What impact can media coverage have on stopping crimes against humanity? How
important is media coverage for bringing justice and holding perpetrators accountable?
How does state-run media in a country such as China differ from media in your country?
How much should foreign governments and international relations influence the media
coverage in your country?
Why is a free press important in your country? What do people lose when the press is not
able to report freely?
How can your journalism empower your audience? How might you, within the confines of
journalism ethics, encourage this?
What might be your specific impact goal if you were to write a story on FOH?

Research questions:

Why has there been such a lack of interest in the Chinese Communist Party’s human
rights violations, such as FOH, by the mainstream media?
What role does mainstream news media play in exposing the issue of FOH?
How does media propaganda play an active, supportive role in facilitating the atrocities of
FOH?
How does China suppress the reporting of FOH?
Explain how disinformation prevents public awareness of FOH.
Discuss how politicians create opportunities to disseminate disinformation directly to the
public through bypassing the media’s gatekeeping and their editorial scrutiny.
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What ethical and legal obligations do journalists have when covering stories about FOH?
What difficulties may a journalist face when interviewing survivors of FOH?
What information is relevant to include when creating a news story about FOH?
How can victims or survivors of FOH and their families be protected when developing
news stories about FOH?
Find two or more examples of media coverage of forced organ harvesting. Determine
whether they are examples of opinion vs fact-based journalism, explaining the reasons.
What are the legal, ethical, logical and security aspects of interviewing people from FOH
victim communities? (Activity: After discussing the following considerations, conduct a
mock interview with a FOH survivor.)

BUSINESS AND COMMERCE

Discussion questions:

How can FOH affect business and commerce? 
What are the risks to businesses when doing business with China? 
How can business and commerce facilitate FOH? 
Do medical companies have a responsibility to conduct due diligence when doing
business that might have a connection with FOH, or is it a matter for the public sector to
address?
What can individual businesses do to tackle FOH? 
What due diligence would need to be conducted by universities and hospitals if
considering a collaboration with China in relation to organ transplantation medicine,
research and training? 
Is complicity an issue for companies who supply China with medical devices used for
transplantation? 

Research questions:

How can FOH affect business and commerce? 
What are the risks to businesses when doing business with China? 
How can business and commerce facilitate FOH? 
Do medical companies have a responsibility to conduct due diligence when doing business
that might have a connection with FOH, or is it a matter for the public sector to address?
(see: https://globalrightscompliance.com/project/do-no-harm-policy-guidance-and-legal-
advisory-report/ 
What can individual businesses do to tackle FOH? 
What economic strategies could prevent the root causes of FOH?
How might the mainstream economic system perpetuate FOH?
Do corporations have a responsibility to prevent FOH from occurring?
How can corporations play a role in stopping FOH?
How can social enterprise prevent FOH?
What business activities intersect with the issue of FOH?
How can profitability be compromised through the continuation of FOH?
How would you go about raising capital for a social enterprise that aimed to stop FOH?

Page 18 of 21

https://globalrightscompliance.com/project/do-no-harm-policy-guidance-and-legal-advisory-report/


If you are interested in someone from the FOH victim diaspora or an expert from ETAC
speaking to your class, please contact ETAC directly at: info@endtransplantabuse.org

The International Coalition to End Transplant Abuse in China (ETAC) is a coalition of lawyers,
academics, ethicists, medical professionals, researchers and human rights advocates dedicated
to ending FOH in China.

ETAC was founded in 2014 and is an independent, non-partisan organisation. We are not
aligned with any political party, religious or spiritual group, government or any other national
or international institution. Our members have a range of backgrounds, belief systems,
religions and ethnicities. We share a common commitment to supporting human rights and
ending the horror of forced organ harvesting.

For any further information about FOH or the work of ETAC, please contact us at:
info@endtransplantabuse.org
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Please find your copy of the Student Booklet below.
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Forced organ harvesting (FOH) is a form of organ trafficking in which people are killed for
their organs to be removed for transplantation. Since 2006, following multiple extensive
investigations, the government of China has been accused of forcibly harvesting organs from
prisoners of conscience, principally Falun Gong (a Buddhist meditation practice) practitioners
and Uyghur Muslims (a Turkic ethnic group)—killing the victims in the process.

The Chinese government engages in the persecution and large-scale arbitrary arrest and
detention of these groups. There is also evidence suggesting that House Church Christians
and Tibetans may have been targeted for forced organ harvesting.

The recipients of trafficked organs, who may be Chinese citizens or transplant tourists who
travel to China, pay substantial sums to receive the trafficked organs.

Concerns about forced organ harvesting have been raised with Chinese officials and Chinese
medical practitioners on numerous occasions but are routinely met with denials that are not
supported by evidence of the claimed voluntary organ donation system.

Forced organ harvesting is a complex issue that intersects with many social and political
issues and domains of life, from medicine and law to politics and history. For this reason, it is
relevant to professionals and students from many different disciplines.
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“There is credible evidence that Chinese prisoners of conscience are murdered on demand
for their organs, in a process of reverse matching not practiced anywhere else in the world.

In most countries with well-regulated deceased donor programs, legally and ethically
procured organs from a dying person are offered to recipients on the waiting list who are

the best ‘match’ for the available organs. In China, this process is turned on its head.
Wealthy recipients are matched against a large pool of prisoners, with the best matched

prisoner scheduled for execution at the convenience of surgeon and recipient.”



— Wendy Rogers, Professor of Clinical Ethics, and Deputy Director of the Macquarie
University Research Centre for Agency, Values and Ethics, Australia

PROCESS OF FORCED ORGAN HARVESTING

Victims undergo chest x-rays, ultrasounds and blood tests in prison
hospitals and detention centres

Chinese Government imprisons innocent people for their beliefs or
ethnicity

A buyer pays for an organ to be made available

Victim who is the best match is killed and their organs are extracted for
transplantation
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“Forced organ harvesting has been committed for years throughout
China on a significant scale and … Falun Gong practitioners have been
one – and probably the main – source of organ supply.” 

“In regard to the Uyghurs the Tribunal had evidence of medical testing
on a scale that could allow them, amongst other uses, to become an
‘organ bank’.”

“Commission of Crimes Against Humanity against the Falun Gong and
Uyghurs has been proved beyond reasonable doubt.”

“Governments and any who interact in any substantial way with the
PRC [People’s Republic of China] … should now recognise that they
are, to the extent revealed above, interacting with a criminal state.”

CHINA TRIBUNAL

The China Tribunal, an independent people’s tribunal, was established in 2018 with the goal
of hearing and assessing evidence to determine whether forced organ harvesting from
prisoners of conscience is occurring in China, and if so what (if any) international crimes have
been committed. The Tribunal consisted of a panel of seven eminent, independent and
impartial experts and was chaired by Sir Geoffrey Nice, QC, an internationally respected
expert in international criminal law who formerly served as lead prosecutor of Slobodan
Milosevic for Serbian War Crimes at the International Criminal Court, The Hague. 

Over a period of 12 months, the China Tribunal’s work included public hearings in December
2018 and April 2019, over the course of which 50 fact witnesses, experts and investigators
testified. The China Tribunal also reviewed additional reading material and submissions and
received expert opinions and advice on law from Edward Fitzgerald QC and Datuk N.
Savananthan.

On March 1st, 2020, the Tribunal issued its Judgment, which included the following
conclusions:

Full China Tribunal Judgment: https://chinatribunal.com/wp-
content/uploads/2020/03/ChinaTribunal_JUDGMENT_1stMarch_2020.pdf

Short Form Conclusion: https://chinatribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/China-
Tribunal-SHORT-FORM-CONCLUSION_Final.pdf
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MULTIPLE LINES OF EVIDENCE REVIEWED BY THE
CHINA TRIBUNAL INCLUDE:

Telephone investigations to Chinese transplant specialists confirming
extremely short waiting times to receive organs, sometimes 2–4 weeks, with
Falun Gong organs also available

Official Communist Party documents of policy and practices

Personal testimony of relatives of the deceased victims and fellow internees

Websites advertising transplant services to foreigners, including heart
transplants

Chinese data showing more transplant operations each year than officially
claimed

Forced medical tests of Falun Gong practitioners and Uyghurs, including CT
scans, x-rays and ultrasounds

A statistical analysis showing that current official Chinese organ donation data
has been manipulated and does not represent the real numbers



https://youtu.be/u2bUusvh3c0

